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Filmmaking Training Program

Big Eyes is a program for ages 6-18 to 
develop self-control and teaches 
entrepreneurial, college-preparation, and 
social skills through filmmaking as a multi-
faceted approach to escaping poverty and 
achieving and maintaining psychological 
peace and well-being. Big Eyes includes 
instruction in use of cameras, sound 
systems, and editing software, as well as 
using movie plots and characters in order 
to examine and discuss how morals guide 
or social resolutions of life challenges.

Writing Training Program
I Am A Writer, 
(IAAW) is super-
safe program for 
ages 6-18 that 
teaches self-
control, business 
and college- preparation, and social skills 
through writing. Students learn the tools 
of classic story-telling through reading and 
Writing for Movies, Television, and Novels 
and are provided a safe place to imagine, 
think, and have fun. Partnered with 
filmmakers, students are likely to see their 
stories on at least a local big-screen. IAAW 
shapes, drills, and encourages writing 
skills practice and development so that 
good writers may become great writers.

Chess Training Program
Good Moves (GM) is a 
program for ages 6-18 
that teaches self-control, 
entrepreneurial, college-
preparation, and 

socialization through chess. Students learn 
strategy and responsibility, thinking several 
steps ahead, valuable to youth given 
certain life situations.

Fencing Training Program
Hard At Work 
Kids (HAWKS) is 
a program for ages 
6-18 that teaches self-
control,entrepreneurial, 
college-preparation, and 
socialization skills 

through fencing.
Honor.    Participating in fencing 

carries the honor of participating in a 
sport invented by Africans and an Original 
Olympic Sport.

Fun.    Fencing is fun because it takes 
lightening thinking and reflexes and is an 
adrenaline rush like playing video games.

Safety and Fairness.    The National 
Athletic Trainer’s Association says 
fencing is the only physical sport with 
about zero risk of injury. The entire body 
is kept covered, keeping one extra-
protected from germs. As well people from 
various cultures and religions are able to 
participate without violating dress-codes. 
Fencing is a co-ed sport, making all equal.

Education.    Fencing of any level is a 
great way to help pay for college.

Respect and Focus.    Salute as body, 
mind, and skills coordinate To Stay Alive.

Kongfu Training Program
Ancient One (AO)

is a training program 
for ages 6-18, adults, 
seniors, and families to 

learn self-control, socialization, exercise, 
entrepreneurial skills and college-
preparation through fun martial arts 
classes. 

Through ancient skills, AO improves 
self physically, mentally, and socially. As 
well, students learn the human musculo-
skeletal  and nerve systems.

The tradition brought to AO stems 
from the Buddha Da Moor and Shaolin 
Temple, a Five-Animal System curriculum 
in eight levels of Dragon, Tiger, Panther, 
Snake, and Crane. MAI’s trained 
instructors will certify participants’ with 
certificates of completion for each level of 
achievement.

Boxing Training Program
Greatest Of All 
TimeS (GOATS) 
is a program 
for ages 6-18 
that teaches 
the skills of 
self-control,  
business 
and college-
preparation, and 

socialization through boxing. 
GOATS program support boxing, because 
it has a high potential to get youth, 
perhaps especially troubled, or at-risk 
youth, off of streets and help them develop 
self-control and sociability.
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Solutions:
MAI’s Programs

MAI’s STEM/CS bilingual (English and 
Spanish) character-education programs 
build:
• Mentorship and Sociability
Students are trained to do their best 
through feedback, channeling bad choices 
and negative aggression into more 
constructive and safe thoughts  
• Self-Worth and Concern for others, 

Entrepreneur Minds, and Strategy
MAI employs reading, writing, and math 
tutors who utilize special instructions, 
a special notebook, and lectures with 
emphasis on African and American 
cultures.
• Strategic solutions to supporting 

community and ending violence.
Teaches to value others’ property, time, 
and lives.

MAI Programs use tested strategie; e.g. 
• Community interventions.
• Diversions from criminal/gang related 

interests and behaviors.
• Self-efficacy models and beliefs that 

work for youth.
• Community-based strategies that 

involve asking quantitative and 
qualitative questions for participants 
from parents/guardians, teachers, and 
other school influencers.

SELF-CONTROL STRATEGIES
MAI Self-control programs develop 
listening, observation, and analyzing skills 
to promote better life decisions. Self-
control begins with controlling strike power 
and intent, doing what mentors ask, and 
stopping at the buzzer. Youth hear buzzers 
all day long, and when those buzzers go 
off, they are compelled to make decisions. 
MAI’s programs work so that when those 
buzzers go off, our young ones decide 
right.

DISCRIMINATION POLICY.    
MAI shall not tolerate, under any 
circumstances, without exception, any 
form of discrimination based on race, 
creed, religion, color, age, disability, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental 
status, veteran status, military status, 
domestic violence victim status, 
national origin, political affiliation, sex, 
predisposing genetic characteristics, 
and any other status protected by the 
law. To and view MAI’s full EQUAL 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY AND 
ANTI- DISCRIMINATION POLICY, or just 
to visit MAI, go to

TheMoorishAmericanInstitute.org 
or scan the QR code:

Comments, questions, or concerns should be 
sent to our Executive Director:
Lonnieel@themoorishamericaninstitute.com

THE MOORISH AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
(MAI) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit education 
organization committed to build STEM/CS 
skills for youth self-control, socialization, 
and business/college-preparation. 
Mission: To unleash the power of STEM/
CS and cultural programs. To do so we 
need diverse people eager and willing to 
improve self and community.

PROBLEMS AND NEEDS
Cleveland’s crime-rate is in the 
nation’s top ten. The last two years’ are 
Cleveland’s worse since 1982. Police 
say eighty-seven percent of the victims 
were, “Black.” Cleveland’s homicide rates 
are like, “war numbers.” Moreover, the 
problem is getting worse and spreading to 
suburbs. Gang activity is number one to 
blame. However, the problem is deeper, 
psychological, has to do with low self-
efficacy and lack of concern for others

Self-Control.    Our children need 
self-control in order to avoid pitfalls of 
disrespect, vandalism, and violence that 
are always in their paths.


